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Saving Apollo 11 
 
The "Eagle" had successfully landed, Neil Armstrong had taken his "one small step for 
man," and the Apollo 11 crew was speeding back towards Earth to a hero's welcome. 
But that "giant leap for mankind" would have ended in disaster had it not been for two 
fast-thinking weathermen. 
CAPT Houston, a former meteorology student and instructor at the Naval Postgraduate 
School, was in just the right place at the right time, with just the right classified 
knowledge -- he'd worked with the top-secret Corona Air Force spy satellite -- to prove 
the astronauts were in serious danger at splashdown. "It was a crazy situation," Brandli, 
the Air Force meteorology special projects officer remembered. "I had all these 
classified photos of a deadly ‘Screaming Eagle’ thunderstorm forming over exactly 
where I knew the Apollo 11 astronauts were going to come down", but he couldn’t warn 
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-- from "Saving Apollo 11", an article in the NPS Archive: Calhoun.  
Read more at https://calhoun.nps.edu/handle/10945/62608 
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